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Dear Second Grade Parents and Students, 
 
     Congratulations on a successful first grade year and 
welcome to second grade at Forest Avenue.  We look 
forward to getting to know you and introducing you to all the 
wonders we explore in second grade.  We’ll share much 
information with you at our parent meeting during the first 
nine weeks, but for now, we’d like to give 
you an idea of what second grade is like 
and to provide you with some idea of 
things to work on during the summer.  
We hope you find the attached 
information helpful.  School, for Forest 
Avenue students, does not end in May.  
We expect incoming second graders 
to be reading, reading, reading and drilling those 
addition and subtraction facts (0 – 18) all summer 
long. Math timed tests will begin the first week of school. 
We look forward to welcoming responsible second graders 
who are independent, can follow directions, work well with 
others, can check their work carefully before turning it in, 
and who have neat and legible handwriting.  Anything you 
can do at home this summer to insure these qualities 
and skills will make the year easier.  Forest Avenue is an 
accelerated academic program, and we guarantee that your 
child will be challenged and held to high expectations and 
standards.  Second grade is, in many ways, a quantum leap 
for the students.  We look forward to guiding them in their 
journey to third grade.  
     Have a wonderful and relaxing summer.  We will be 
working hard this summer preparing an unforgettable and 
challenging year for your child.  We look forward to meeting 
you and being a part of your lives. 
 
Forest Avenue Second Grade Teachers 
 
 



 

What Will 2nd Grade Cost? 
 

Below you will find a list of expected and estimated 
costs so you can budget accordingly over the 
summer.  Below you will find the approximate costs for 
the beginning of second grade.  Please keep in mind 
that prices are subject to change and that this is an estimate only.  
Additional items may be requested during the school year. 
 
● Pre-packaged supplies (bookbag included)            
● Specialists supplies             
● Field trip t-shirt (required)                          
● Supplemental nonfiction magazines            
        to be used for reading enrichment 
 
 
Field trips are an important and fun part of second grade.  We are 
currently waiting on the school system to make decisions regarding this 
matter. 
 

 
TOTAL ESTIMATED COST FOR THE BEGINNING OF 2nd GRADE: $100 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Curriculum Information 

 
1.  Students entering second grade at Forest Avenue will receive math, reading and  
     English instruction on the third grade level.   
 
2.  Addition and subtraction facts (0-18) should be firmly memorized and easily  
     recalled.  Students should be able to complete 50 mixed addition and subtraction facts  
     within 3 minutes upon beginning second grade.  This is considered an entrance  
     skill. Timed facts tests will be given throughout the year for a grade. 
 
3. Spelling is included in the Language grade and will consist of tests that will  
    assess the spelling as well as the comprehension of meaning for each word.  Each week  
    28 words will be tested.  Handwriting grades will be taken from these spelling tests. 
 
5.  Second graders will be expected to demonstrate levels of responsibility that are  
     necessary at the third grade level.  Following directions exactly and checking back  
     over work is vitally important.   
 

 
 

Second Grade Discipline 
 
Good behavior is essential for a positive learning environment. Students are expected to 
cooperate with teachers and other adults the first time instructions are given.  Students are 
also expected to work respectfully with others their age in a variety of settings. 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Suggestions for Summer Learning 
 

Reading 
● Read, read, read!   Read to your child, have your child read to you, 
have your child read in the car on car trips, before bed, during breaks at the 
pool…every time you can find!  We recommend that your child read within 
the ZPD*** as given from the last STAR test.  You can challenge your child 
as a reader by choosing books from the mid- to upper-level of the ZPD.  You 
can determine a book’s level by going to www.renlearn.com.  Practicing oral 
reading (having your child read aloud) will help increase his/her words per 
minute.  The goal is 110 words correct per minute by the end of second 
grade.  A suggested Summer Reading List is included at the end of this 
packet. 
 ***If you do not know your child’s ZPD, have your child read red dot  
      and red dot w/a line books (3.0-3.9). 
● After your child reads a book, ask questions to determine 
comprehension.  Examples of the type of questions to ask can be found in 
the reading comprehension samples included at the end of this packet.  We 
recommend you have your child work through the reading passages and 
comprehension questions that follow.  After reading the passages, have your 
child retell the passage to you orally.  This means your child should tell you 
the beginning, the middle, and the end of the passage’s content, including all 
the important parts of the passage such as characters, setting, and 
sequence of details. 
● Another excellent way to help your child grow as a reader is to have 
him/her read as much nonfiction as possible this summer (and for the rest 
of his/her life!).  Nonfiction reading is very different from reading fiction 
and requires a more careful reading rate.  In nonfiction, children encounter 
many new vocabulary words and many new ideas. 
 
Math 
● You will find math practice sheets at the back of this packet.  We 
recommend you make numerous copies of these worksheets and give them to 
your child as practice.  It is also a good idea to get a complete set of 



 

addition and division flashcards and begin to drill daily.  Knowing these facts 
“cold” will greatly benefit your child when math instruction begins.  We 
encourage you to continue these drills and practice tests all during the 
second grade school year as well.  Additional drill worksheets can be 
obtained at https://www.math-aids.com/Mixed_Problems/ 
Students should be able to do 50 problems in 3 minutes with sums and 
differences to 18. 
● Practice skip counting by 2s, 3, 4s, 5, and 10s.  This is an incredible 
help when trying to understand the relationship between numbers during the 
year. More practice can be found at www.k5learning.com/free-math-
worksheets/second-grade-2/skip-counting and www.math-
aids.com/Skip_Counting/ 
● Practice recognizing place value positions and their values. (1s, 10s, 
100s). More practice can be found at https://www.k5learning.com/free-
math-worksheets/second-grade-2/place-value-rounding/digit-place-value  
 
There are several great summer review books available that you may wish to 
purchase for your child in order to keep second grade skills sharp over the 
summer.  Many publishers offer “Bridge to Third Grade” or “Complete 
Curriculum” workbooks that are large, colorful, and chunky and cover a wide 
range of skills.  These workbooks are available at many locations and on 
Amazon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 
This is the Zaner-Bloser Manuscript Alphabet that we use in second grade.  
It would be tremendously helpful for your child to review and practice these 
letters throughout the summer.  Because we begin cursive in the second 
semester, it is very important that manuscript letter formation be firmly 
established.  The formation of the letters above is the expected and 
required formation.   Cursive handwriting will be taught beginning in January.  
Please do not allow your child to “play at” or practice cursive prior to the 
instruction given at school. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Summer Reading List 
 
     Forest Avenue students are super readers!  Here is a list of 
suggested summer reading books, authors, and series.  Also 
included are links to sites that list books for summer reading.  
Enjoy….and read, read, read! These lists are for both books on 
the second grade level and the third grade level. 
Second Grade Level Books 

I. Look for fiction books by these authors*: 

● Tedd Arnold  
● Jose Aruego  
● Jan Brett  
● Marc Brown  
● Ann Cameron  
● Peter Catalanotto  
● Lauren Child  
● Tomie de Paola  
● Lisa Campbell Ernst 
● Jules Feiffer  
● D. B. Johnson  

● Tony Johnston  
● Barbara Joosse  
● Kathryn Lasky  
● Kevin Henkes  
● Steven Kellogg  
● Helen Lester  
● Leo Lionni  
● James Marshall  
● Susan Meddaugh  
● Matt Novak  
● Laura Numeroff  

● Margie Palatini  
● Bill Peet  
● Cynthia Rylant  
● Robert D. San Souci  
● Alan Say  
● David Shannon  
● William Steig  
● Jean Van Leeuwen  
● Rosemary Wells  
● David Wiesner  
● Audrey Wood  

II. Explore nonfiction books by these authors*:  

● Jim Arnosky  
● David Adler  
● Douglas Florian 
(poetry)  

● Gail Gibbons  
● Deborah 
Heiligman  
● Steve Jenkins  

● Jerry Pallotta  
● Seymour Simon  
● Greg Tang  
 

III. Browse for your favorite series: 

● All Aboard Science 
Reader  
● Any alphabet book  
● Any Caldecott 
winner/honor  
● Any counting book  
● Boxcar Children 
Mysteries  
● Curious George  
● Dial Easy-to-Read  
● DK Readers  
● Frog and Toad  
● Froggy  

● Gus and Grandpa  
● Henry and Mudge  
● Horrible Harry  
● I Am Reading  
● Iris and Walter  
● Junie B. Jones  
● Little Bill Books  
● Minnie and Moo  
● Mr. Putter and 
Tabby  
● Nate the Great  
● Pinky and Rex  

● Ready-to-Read  
● Rookie Biographies  
● Rookie Read-About 
● Rookie Reader  
● See More Readers  
● Step into Reading  
● Time for Kids 
Science Scoops  
● Toot and Puddle  
● Young Cam Jansen 
● George and Martha  



 

Third Grade Level Books 

I. Look for fiction books by these authors *:  

● David Adler 
● Matt Christopher 
● Andrew Clements 
● Bruce Coville 
● Judy Delton 
● Jean Craighead 
George 
● Gail Gibbons 
● Tony Johnston 
● Steven Kellogg 
● Dick King-Smith  

● Suzy Kline 
● Elizabeth Levy  
● Lois Lowry 
● Megan McDonald 
● Patricia McKissack 
● David McPhail 
● Mary Pope Osborne 
● Marge Palatini 
● John Lawrence 
Peterson 
● Patricia Polacco 
● Ron Roy  

● Cynthia Rylant 
● Louis Sachar 
● John Scieszka 
● Barbara Seuling 
● William Steig 
● James Stevenson 
● Geronimo Stilton 
● Chris Van Allsburg 
● Jean Van Leeuwen 
● Jane Yolen  

II. Explore nonfiction books by these authors *: 

● David Adler 
● Aliki 
● Melvin Berger 
● Joanna Cole  

● Gail Gibbons 
● Eric Kimmel 
(folktales) 
● Kathleen Krull 
● Robert San Souci 
(folktales)  

● Jack Prelutsky (poetry) 
● Judith St. George 
● Seymour Simon 
● Charles R. Smith 
(poetry)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Check out these websites for additional 
summer reading lists: 
https://www.readbrightly.com/9-superb-chapter-
books-second-graders/  
 
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/tea
ching-content/series-books-and-beyond-grades-
2-3/ 
 
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/book-
lists/favorite-books-for-second-graders/ 
 
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/book-
lists/favorite-books-for-third-graders/ 
 
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/2nd-
3rd-grade 
 
https://www.readbrightly.com/nonfiction-books-
kids-recommend/ 
 
https://kids.denverlibrary.org/booklist/k-3/great-
nonfiction-books-3rd-graders 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/best-
nonfiction-books-for-kids 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 


